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"I think there needs

to be a discussion

about when the
government should

be able to gather
information...The

sooner we modernize

the laws the better.”

~Bill Gates, March 8, 2016
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¢ Age n d a S etti n g Mass Media and Policymaking

cGill Universi

* Issue framing L N U

The

rt, is that media m

e a much t
hich m
us that o
in public attenti 0 particular issues. can cha
around a polic ite by framing or defining an issue g
to persuade or di the public. Media can lish the nature, sources,
consequer of policy in ways t fundamentally change not just the
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Agenda Setting

Consistent and prominent featuring of issues in
the news to focus public attention on those
issues and effectively “set” the public agenda.
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Agenda building

Selection by ‘Media Reality’

Journalists
—_—

Political PR
Public affairs

Direct impressions,

discussions Public agenda

setting

‘Public Perception
Of Reality’
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Politicians
Executive Leadership
Legislative leadership

Personal & professional staff

Department heads Diplomats
Assistant secretaries / Counterparts
Program managers ‘ Correspondence

Message traffic

Government Officials ¢ Foreign Officials

Non-Governmental

Policy .
Private Sector Think tanks
Lobbyists ) Agenda @ Academics

Executives Authors

Citizen groups Foundations
Pollsters International

Citizens / \
Intelligence

DNI

Media
CNN/C-SPAN Personal DCI/CIA

Wire services Family & intimates USDI

Radio/TV Church & clubs NSA’. NRO, NGA, DIA
Pool reporters Others Service centers




The public’s policy pr

Economy
Terrorism

Education

Social Security
Health care cos
Medicare
Reducing crime
Budget deficit
Poor and needy
Immigration
Military
Ernvironment

% reform
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What's driving
public opinion on
climate change?

Extreme weather
events?

Public access to
scientific information?

Media coverage?
Advocacy efforts?

Influence of political
leaders?

Climatic Change
DT 10,0007 5 1 0584-01 2-0403-y

Shifting public opinion on climate change: an empirical
assessment of factors influencing concern over climate
change in the U.S., 2002-2010

Robert J. Brulle « Jason Carmichael - J. Craig Jenkins
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Abstract This paper conducts an empirical analysis of the factors affecting U.S. public
concem about the threat of climate change between January 2002 and December 2010,
Utilizing Stimson’s method of constructing aggregate opinion measures, data from 74
separale surveys over a 9-vear period are used to construct quarterly measures of public
concern over global climate change. We examine f[ve factors that should account for
changes in levels of concern: 1) extreme weather events, 2) public access o accurate
scientific information, 3) media coverage, 4) elite cues, and 5) movement/'countermovemsant
advocacy. A Ume-series analysis indicates that elite cues and structural economic factors
have the largest effect on the level of public concern about climate change. While media
coverage exerts an important influence, this coverage is isell largely a function of elite cues
and economic factors. Weather extremes have no effect on aggregate public opinion.
Promulgation of scientific information 1o the public on climate change has a minimal effect.
The implication would seem to be that information-based science advocacy has had only a
minor effect on public concern, while political mobilization by elites and advocacy groups is
critical in influencing climate change concern.

One of the earliest U.S. public opinion polls on global climate change was taken in July
1986, when the Cambridge Reports National Omnibus Survey asked individuals if they

Electronkc supplementary material The online version of this amicle (dod: 10.1007/s10584-012-0403-v)
containg supplementary material, which is available to suthorized users.
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Climate Change Threat Index (CCTI): A compilation of 74 surveys consisting of
84,000 responses between 2002 and 2010 that asked respondents to rate their
concern about climate change

Factors Measure

Extreme weather events NOAA’s Climate Extremes Index

Public access to scientific information number of climate change papers
published in Science, major climate
assessments (2007 IPCC report), and
articles in popular science magazines

Media coverage simple count of stories appearing on
broadcast evening news shows and in
several leading periodicals

III

Advocacy efforts “major environmental” and “conservative

magazines”

Influence of political leaders congressional press releases, hearings,
and votes on bills related to climate
change also number of times Al Gore’s An
Inconvenient Truth was mentioned in NYT




U.S. Climate Change Threat Index
Quarterly 2002 - 2010
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"Wl .\ Public takes cues from:
A NEW GENERATION . .
S 1) Political elites
2) Media advocacy

iInconvenient
truth s

the crisis of 5 =
global warming | ?
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Nightly Broadcast News Coverage of Climate Change
(NBC, CBS, and ABC)

Mumber of Stories

147
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Total Coverage Of Climate Change In 2014 And 2015

airtime on ABC, CBS, NBC, and FOX

MEDIAMATTERS
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False Balance

13,950 peer-reviewed climate articles
1991-2012
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False Balance

BURBANK, CA = P —




OF US MEDIA
COVERAGE
SUPPORTS
AGW

THE MEDIA

gives the very small number of
skeptics a disproportionate
amount of media attention,
considering the overwhelming
scientific consensus agreeing

source info
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False Balance
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Media Responsibility

* Put important issues on the agenda

* |nvite scientists to speak on issues related to
science

* Properly frame the opposing position
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Engineering suits for Have we found the Extreme biomechanics of
FUTURE ASTRONAUTS : HUMANGTHSENSE? ULTRAFAST ANIMALS

Thank you.

an Ocean
~ Cloak Avert the
Next Disaster?

: New technulugles could
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